
 
 
  

Animal Farm Cooperative Group Assignment 
 

 
In order to understand the group dynamics George Orwell creates in Animal Farm, the class will be 

divided into 9 working groups: horses, cows, pigs, sheep, birds, donkeys, dogs, cats, goats. You 
will all earn your own individual grades, but certain quizzes and assignments will be averaged 
toward the contest. The group with the highest total points at the end of the unit wins! 

 
 
The assignments that count towards your group points include homework questions, chapter quizzes, your group 
creative project and your culminating presentation.  

• Assign roles. You will need 1) a Group Leader responsible for keeping everyone on-task and the group moving 
through the assignment given the amount of class time you are allotted.  They must also take over the role of 
anyone who might be absent on any particular day, 2) an Illustrator responsible for any handmade drawings or 
creative projects, 3) a Techie responsible for any computer-based work including typing and any kind of 
computer-based presentation aide (PPT etc.), 4) a Fact Finder/Scribe responsible for looking up any information 
either online or finding supporting quotes in the book and responsible for writing down any group based notes 
and reporting the group’s progress. 

• All group members must participate equally every day! Each group member must have their own copy of all 
homework or class work materials to be turned in individually (C-Notes, quote analysis, quizzes etc.). 

 
1. Creative Assignment: 
Your group must:  

● Design a symbolic flag that identifies your animal and your group’s determination to win. 
● Create 5 commandments (written as a constitution) that will allow your group to work well together (look at the 

U.S. Constitution as an example, but you need to have an introductory paragraph detailing what you want to 
accomplish and why you are writing these commandments). 

● Construct a motto that sums up the working philosophy of your group and add it to your constitution (this is a 
short phrase or sentence). 

● Write a song that can be sung to a well-known tune – “Old MacDonald” or “Pop Goes the Weasel” for example. 
These will be sung to the class with extra points going to creativity and enthusiasm of singing. 

 
2. Topic Presentation: 
Each group will take a discussion topic (listed below) to present to the class upon completion of the unit. Your group 
must have a nuanced understanding of the topic and be able to lead a full class discussion for 20 minutes, acting as 
experts, on one of the following (discussion topic numbers correspond to group numbers).  You will need to use the 
book, as well as do any additionally needed outside research to answer these questions and will then present your 
findings to the class with any creative presentation your group designs.  This will be done at the completion of the unit 
and once the whole book has been read, but you should be collecting evidence and discussing your topic throughout the 
unit.  Be ready to support your understanding of the topic with history/current events, literature (text), and/or personal 
experiences! 

- In addition to reading the book with your discussion question in mind, and presenting your findings to the class, 
you will also be required to track a particular logical fallacy.  Your scribe should work with your illustrator in 
order to neatly organize any and all examples of your logical fallacy with page citations onto a presentable 
poster to be hung in the classroom.  You should have a short description/definition of what your logical fallacy is 
at the top of your poster and a visual representation of that logical fallacy.  Be creative with your visual 
representation.  For example, if you have begging the question, your illustrator might draw a dog begging for 
food that a cartoon question mark is holding.  Whatever it is, make sure it is clear which logical fallacy you are 
trying to represent. 

 



Group Logical Fallacy Group Members Discussion Question 

1 
(Horses) 

Ad Populum  
 

What do you think is Orwell’s overall meaning (what is his purpose 
for writing this book)? 
 
 
 
 

2 
(Cows) 

Red Herring  Explore the idea that “Power corrupts, and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely”.  How do we see this in the book and 
throughout history? 
 
 
 

3 
(Pigs) 

Ad Hominen  Explain how/why propaganda can be successful?  Use the book as 
well as history to show how it works.  What role does propaganda 
play in our country today? 
 
 
 

4 
(Sheep) 

Either/Or  What does Animal Farm say about the importance of education? 
How can this message be connected to education throughout 
history? 
 
 
 

5 
(Dogs) 

Bandwagon  How does the story being a fable affect the meaning?  Does it add 
to or take away from the message?  Connect this story to other 
fables you know of.  Remember that Orwell’s subtitle is A Fairy 
Story.  How does this fit with the context of the book? 
 
 

6 
(Birds) 

Hasty Generalization  How do we know if we are on the “right” side and how much 
should we trust our leaders?  Connect Animal Farm to history. 
 
 
 
 

7  
(Donkeys) 

Faulty Cause and 
Effect 

 What are the lessons for American Society?  Is Animal Farm still 
applicable today?  
 
 
 
 

8  
(Cats) 

Quick Fix  How do we know when to overthrow a current government? 
What must go into the decision?  Connect your findings to current 
events around the world. 
 
 
 

9  
(Goats) 

Non Sequitur  Explain why an “enemy” or scapegoat is necessary for the animals 
(or any society). Why does the “enemy” have to change? If there 
were no “enemy,” what would that mean for any society 
(including that of Animal Farm)?  Connect to a modern or 
historical example. 
 
 
 

 


